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The Research on and Translation of "Antigone" by Sophocles

Kazuaki KAMIZAWA

The ancient Greek tragedies have ever been the basis of European (and American) plays and influenced many

great people in various cultural field. The very common and most characteristic theme of Greek tragedies is

the serious conflict between humans and gods (in other words, the fate). In works by Aischylos the power of

gods is absolutely strong and humans can only obey their strict and cruel fate. In the plays of Sophocles, the

gods are still "absolute" being, but human characters try to act according to their own thoughts and intentions.

We can find in his works the development of respect to humans themselves. With this recognition, I translate

and reconstruct one of his masterpieces, "Antigone", and expect it to be actually performed by some theatre

company.
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