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The Roles and Portraits of Women in Shakespeare's History Plays (2)

Kazuaki KAMIZAWA

Like Joan La Pucelle in Part 1, Margaret, Queen to Henry VI, plays the most important part in Part 2 and

Part 3 of "Henry VI" trilogy. With arrogant pride and passionate love she has ridden into the critical battles

"for" King Henry VI. Both King's inactive and her strong belief in sacred kingship were really the cause of "the

War of Roses". In this brief essay, I try to analyze the personality of Margaret and what has made her acts so

uniquely.
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"Gloucester ...the poor King Reignier, whose large style /

Agrees not with the leanness of his purse.”

"York And our King Henry gives away his own / To match
with her that brings no vantages."(Part2, A.1,5.1)
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"Margaret She (the Duchess) bears a duke's revenues on
her back,/ and in her heart she scorns our poverty.”
(Part2, A.1,8.3)
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"Margaret What ransom must I pay before I pass? ...To be a

Eh b

queen in bondage is more vile/ Than is a slave in base

servility: For princes should be free."(Partl, A.5,5.3)
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"Margaret An if my father please, I am content.”

(Partl, 4.5,8.3)
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"Margaret Great King of England, and my gracious lord, /
The mutual conference that my mind hath had,/ By day, by
night, waking and in my dreams,/ With you, mine alder-
liefest sovereign,/ Makes me the bolder to salute my king/
With ruder terms, such as my wit affords/ And over-joy of
heart doth minister."(Part2, A.1.5.1)
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"Margaret My Lord of Suffolk, say, is this the guise,/ Is this

the fashions in the court of England?/ Is this the govern-

ment of Britain's Isle,/ And this the royalty of Albion's
king?/ What, shall King Henry be a pupil still,/ Under the
surly Gloucester's govenance?/ Am I a queen in title and
in style,/ And must be made a subject to a duke?"

(Part2, A.1,8.3)
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"Margaret I thought King Henry had resembled thee/ In
courage, courtship, and proportion./ But all his mind is
bent to holiness,/ ..I would the college of the Cardinals/
Would choose him Pope, and carry him to Rome,/ And set
the triple crown upon his head."(Part2, A.1,S.3)
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listen to the lays,/ And never mount to trouble you again./
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must we join with him and with the lords,/ Till we have

brought Duke Humphrey in disgrace./ So one by one we'll

weed them all at last,/ And you yourself shall steer the
happy helm"(Part2, A.1,S.3)
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man, a duke, and next of blood,/ I would remove these

tedious stumbling-blocks/ And smooth my way upon their
headless necks. "(Part2, A.1,5.2)
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"] Pet. Here a comes, methinks, and the Queen with him. I'll
be the first, sure.
2 Pet. Come back, fool; this is the Duke of Suffolk and not my

Lord Protector."(Part2, A.1,S.3)
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"Gloucester Madam, the King is old enough himself/ To give

his censure. These are no women's matters.

Margaret If he be old enough, what needs your Grace/ To be

Protector of his Excellence?

Glo. Madam, I am Protector of the realm;/ And at his
pleasure will resign my place.
Suffolk Resign it then, and leave thine insolence."

(Part2, A.1,5.3)
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"King Ungentle Queen, to call him gentle Suffolk."”

(Part2, A.3,5.2)
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"Margaret O, could this kiss be printed in thy hand,/ That

thou might'st think upon these by the seal,/ Through whom

a thousand sighs are breath'd for thee!/ So, get thee gone,

that I may know my grief;/ Go, speak not to me; even now

be gone./ O, go not yet! Even thus two friends condemn'd/

Embrace, and kiss, and take ten thousand leaves,/ Loather

a hundred times to part than die./ Yet now farewell.
Suffolk Thus is poor Suffolk ten times banished,/ Once by the

King and three times thrice by thee./ 'Tis not the land 1

care for, wert thou thence/ Live thou to joy thy life;/

Myself no joy in nought but that thou liv'st."”

(Part2, 4.3,5.2)
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"Margaret Oft have I heard that grief softens the mind/ And

makes it fearful and degenerate;/ But who can cease to

weep, and look on this/ Here may his head lie on my
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throbbing breast;/ But where's the body that I should

embrace?" (Part2, A.4,5.4)
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"King Thou wouldst not have mourn'd so much for me.
Margaret No, my love, I should not mourn, but die for thee."

(Part2, A.4,5.4)
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"Margaret My hope is gone, now Suffolk is deceas'd”

(Part2, A.4,5.4)
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"Margaret Away, my lord! You are slow, for shame, away!
King Can we outrun the heavens? Good Margaret, stay.
Margaret What are you made of? You'll not fight nor fly."

(Part2, A.5,5.2)
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(For her son, Prince of Wales)
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"King My Lord of Warwick, hear but one word;/ Let me for
this my life-time reign as king.

York Confirm the crown tome and to mine heirs,/ And thou
shalt reign in quiet while thou liv'st.

King [ am content.” (Part3, A.1,S.1)
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"King Be patient, gentle queen, and I will stay.

Margaret  Who can be patient in such extremes?/ Ah,
wretched man! Would I had died a maid, never borne
thee son, /Seeing thou hast prov'd so unnatural a father! ...

Prince Father, you cannot disinherit me./ If you be King, why
should not I succeed?

King Pardon me, Margaret; pardon me, sweet son./ The
Earl of Warwick and the the Duke enforc'd me.

Margaret Enforc'd thee! Art thou King and wilt be forc'd? 1
shame to hear thee speak. Ah, timorous wretch!/ Thou
hast undone thyself, thy son, and me,;/ Thou prefer'st thy
life before thine honour,; / and seeing thou dost, I here
divorce myself/ Both from thy table, Henry, and thy bed./
The northern lords that have forsworn thy colours / Will
follow mine, if once they see them spread;/ Come, son,
let's away.

King Stay, gentle Margaret, and hear me speak.

Margaret Thou hast spoke too much already, get thee gone.

King Gentle son Edward, thou wilt stay with me?

Prince  When I return with victory from the field./ I'll see
your Grace; till then I'll follow her.

King Poor Queen! How love to me and to her son/ Hath
made her break out into terms of rage! Reveng'd may she
be on that hateful Duke."(Part3, A.1,S.1) (TF#LIZEH)
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"York O tiger's heart wrapp'd in a woman's hide!"

(Part3, A.1,5.4)
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