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A Step toward Unravelling of Henry James’s Ambiguity
— on What Maisie Knew —

Etsuo KATAYAMA

In this thesis, I try to show that What Maisie Knew is a compilation of Henry James’ s literary techniques in

his experimental period, in that Maisie , the heroine of this story, merges in an applied form James’s two

experimental techniques, “dissociation of point of view” in The Turn of the Screw and “temporary point of

view” in The Spoils of Poynton, as a result of her mental growth by acquiring taste.
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JCIE [HEEE ] (taste) IR TV b,
For the moment, Isabel went to the Hotel de Paris as
often as she thought well; the measure of propriety
(New York Edition)

For the moment, Isabel went to the Hétel de Paris as

was in the canon of taste,...

often as she thought well; the measure of expediency

resided in her moral consciousness,...

(The First Edition of 1881) 7 (T#4%H)
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The theory of her stupidity, eventually embraced by

her parents, corresponded with a great date in her

small still life: the complete vision, private but final,

of the strange office she filled. It was literally a

moral revolution and accomplished in the depths of

her nature. (15) (F#gE#H)
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It came to her in fact as they sat there on the sand

that she was distinctly on the road to know

Everything. (281)
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.. Maisie sank deeper into the vision that for her
friend [Mrs. Wix] she was, at the most, superficial,
and that also, positively, she was the more so the
more she tried to appear complete. Was the sum of
all knowledge only to know how little in this pres-
ence [of Mrs. Wix] one would ever reach it ? (287-8)
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“If T thought she [Mrs. Beale] was unkind to him - I
don’ t know what I should do !” ... “T"d kill her.”
That at least, she hoped as she looked away, would
guarantee her moral sense. (288) (FEHMPNEES)
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“I adore him. T adore him.” Maisie took it well in; so
well that in a moment more she would have
answered profoundly. “So do I.” But before that
moment passed something took place that brought
other words to her lips; nothing more, very possibly,
than the closer consciousness in her hand of the sig-
nificance of Mrs. Wix’s. Their hands remained linked
in unutterable sign of their union, and what Maisie
at last said was simply and serenely : “Oh I know.”
(289)
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“Has it never occurred to you to be jealous of her

[Mrs. Beale] ?” It never had in the least; yet the
words were scarce in the air before Maisie had
jumped at them. She held them well, she looked at
them hard; at last she brought out with an assurance
which there was no one, alas, but herself to admire:
“Well, yes - since you ask me.” She debated, then
continued: “Lots of times !" (287) (FGoRPYEEH)
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“You must take your chance - you can’t ask me

questions if you’ re so ready to give me up.” (219)
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“When I say to her [Mrs. Wix] ‘Give her [Maisie] up,

come,” she lets me have it bang in the face: ‘Give

her up yourself I’ ...” (335) (FE5NANEEE)
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“Not the two now?” Mrs. Wix had caught on; she

flushed with it. “Oh him alone?” “Him alone or

nobody.” (309)
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... as if she were sinking with a slip from a foothold,

her arms made a short jerk. What this jerk repre-

sented was the spasm within her of something still
deeper than a moral sense. (354) (TF#i&EH)
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“Not on the balcony?” Maisie waited a moment;

then “He wasn’t there” she simply said again. Mrs.

Wix also was silent a while. “He went to her [Mrs.

Beale],” she finally observed. “Oh I know !” the

child replied. Mrs. Wix gave a sidelong look. She

still had room for wonder at what Maisie knew.
(363)
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