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A Reading of Koichiro Maidako's

g e

“A New Year Street in Yeddo”

Yuri KAGIMOTO and Miho TAKAHASHI

As the result of his stay in US (1907-1920), Koichiro Maidako (1888-1957) left some novels and essays in

English. Since he was tired of what they call “Japanism”, he stopped writing in English after coming back

home. This paper introduces one of those works “A New Year Street in Yeddo” with its first Japanese trans-

lation, and surveys Maidako's symbolism of some “Japanism” elements. Through this paper, the writer's criti-

cism and cynicism against the American could be brought to light.
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“A New Year Street in Yeddo”

Heroichero Myderco

The sun glittered on Kiobashi street. The houses
were decorated with the green, virtuous pine leaves, the
fresh, masculine bamboo, and the fragrant ume — the
New Year trees of Yeddo.

Beneath the waves of the deep turquoise roofs, the
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dainty red, blue and purple of the girls' sleeves danced
like swarming butterflies — now flashing in the sun, now
paling in the shade. The faint improvisation of a nightin-
gale wafted through the colored streets like the order of
spring.

“Honorably happy New Year !” Every paper door on
the street echoed the greetings within; and on the petals
of the hyacinth, slumbering on the window sill of a
house, the calm, golden New Year sun settled down
comfortably in peace.

Somewhere in the street, the cracking sound of ice
and the clattering of sake flagons was heard. Then they
were followed by the shrill, merry laughter of women,
children, and men. There were no harsh squeaking of
wheels, no banging of gates, no cries of children, no
noises of drunkards today, and the people, rich and poor,
all dressed in their ceremonial robes, bowed and
exchanged long, long, greetings; each word accompanied
by grandiose bows.

It was the holidays of the gods. It was the heyday
of demons. And for epicurean Yeddo people it was the
first of a happy New Year. To the street of Kiobashi
many itinerant actors, manzais, and singers crowded,
peopling the gay, broad avenue of gates and shop fronts
with their mirthful dancing and songs. There was a
man with a monkey, a troop of manzais, a female dancer,
and a masked singer. As they flew along, pausing at
the New Year trees of each house, the clean white shoji
of the houses would reveal the faces of the curious
women and children, little by little, until they joined in
their turn with the thronging mass of picturesque
vagabonds. All of these people tipped the actors and
singers with their sunny smiles, which were in turn
accepted with many happy bows.

There came, however, a queer, old monk, dressed in
a shabby black gown, who did not accept the alms of
the people, and silently passed along the street. He had
a long staff in his hand, on the top of which was stuck
a grim, rusty skull. The people at first thought he was
one of those novel actors who endeavour to hit the pub-
lic with a new fun. But when he did not accept money
from them, they knew him to be a monk.

“What a fantastic idea ! O, honourable bonze, please
tell us why you carry that gruesome thing on this par-
ticularly joyous day?”

Some woman inquired thus. The old monk blinked his
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owlish eyes, and said:

“I am Ickiu, the saint! Do you recognize me?”

“Oh, yes, indeed! You are the famous bonze of the
Zen sect.”

Some one made a bow before him, which the bonze
returned in a solemn manner. One by one, the pretty
sleeves and black silk robes gathered around the curi-
ous-looking man of Buddha, and the street was soon
packed by the crowned. Seeing the multitude, Ickiu
opened his mouth.

“Harken vye, sensuous people of Yeddo ! This is the
New Year day ! But nothing saves your life from the
miserable clutch of death except the light of Buddha. Ye
know that your bodies will be changed into skeletons
as the year changes from the spring to the dead win-
ter. Listen to the poem which I shall recite to you:

“The New Year tree !

Thou art a milestone

On the way to Hell !”

“Remember this, ye pleasure-loving citizens, together
with the horrible sight of this skull!”

And then, pushing quietly his way, he vanished into
the winding by street.

Shouts, laughter, sneering, exclamations, prayers of
the crowd, rained upon the street- and when the noise
settled, like dust after a shower, the calm mid-day sun
shore over the petals of the hyacinths once again with

its eternal brilliancy.

NLF DR ]

FABE Y I2IE, BAEHLEL EBATW, @YD
RAald, [EVIROMEE LB LW ark 2z, 2L THL
WHETHi b Tz, O XM E IR, TLF D
PEEfi 2 AATH o7,

BOEFROORBO T, W b0BEWEY L RPER
BOBELWIT, TLTHNEL L ORSED X5 125
STz, ZNE, BICIIHOoh ol E | BZIdH
BT 20 Lads, Hio Tz, IMEREED DT
ZRNEHDS, FEOHEXD L1, ZOBEELH MY I
o Tz,

[FHEMTEFLTBOTLE ) ZTEwET ] ZokE
X, B IZHETRTCOROBETOHRTILEE Lz, K
DEARTELAATVLEESF (V¥ ) OREVS



BTHRIE—B NLE OIER ] 5t —HBSULRE 2 507 70 —F—— 147

DL, B SmOFEOKREH. SFb L P
R LIAA TV,

WY DOEIHT, KOEINLHER, HEODH 22
V) EFEVH I R, ENLS, LT RRFELEONA
BWBR BBV 72, BATE — F — Ll R
Fh. MoNy renw)FL, THoMERL AL
CNOEES, 4HIFEHI v, 2L TALIE,
BOLHEDHLEHLE, HIREBFTBiEL L, B4
ELEBEERDT, SEVCEORET ALV, WAL
CBHEXT2DTH 5,

ZOHIHOKRAE 5720 TbbLEREORZ 2 XH
72ote, TLTHREERETHIAILTDOALIZE 5T,
ZIEO T VHEDE—H D2 o7z, HAEEY I2A
Do T, IZERDRILE D IS KB O Jictk & <2 il
RINF2 RN BRUICH o720 Fo720) Lads
5. MORIERZHOIRL LTz, 2052,
Pl KBOEBFMI7zH, 2 LCTHID TLHE% D 728
Fr O ) FoMNTEI Iz, ZO—[IE, —fF—F,
PMIRORICILHIEE Y 2O BE L Twvrolz, £UIID
N, RADEFLVAVES P LD LD, FHLDIM
WA BN ELEALLEEDZE P, TD ) HITK
DOHRLIT, O LI IZE LW I ORRIEAD—FITM
b2IEE 572, TH LTHY DAL, 1222
P E S THBERPHVFITLIT 2D, EABIE)
NLZEH I, Lo BREL D E L 2052 H - 72,

ETAHWEII, IEAIEHOBRNMEIRE . BED
D IR > TRz WITBEY DAADPS DML B3
FIS T, BoTGED 2HEVTV oz, HOFIZIFEWL
MBS L, ZOWIZIE, JROEWTRIRT 728 (L
PNTIHIN) DTSN Tz, EHE, ZOEAND
HHELWEED AT, SNETIZAVEFERZBETH
STHDOANAZENZ) L LTVDEODRE, LHE-Tw
7o LD L, BADPLODTZZTWS o2k, 20
N TE: D Z EDbhrolzDTH o7,

M CELEDL Y ZBEHZOTLEY | &>, BIS
T, EIIBHRLTZE, ZOEYDITFETLWVWH
W2, FALGOEFES L7ZDOL ) R WE T3z TnE-5
LbDid, HETL LI Do)

HELHNZD L) Zaml, FOEMTT 707124
TRELBEBRE LGNS, 2957

[FE—KEAN (LE9oIcA) 720 B2 »%.]

[ZZ2, bBAA, FLTBYET ! LEASFIL,
WEOHDOH LB ST T o]

OB CTBHELYT2E57BY . BT 2 YEC
FIUTIBAT20 FLTRAIC—A—ANE, ELWIEMZ
BRI LR RO Mo /o872 605, ZoFw

GEGE L7AMEDORE D IZEE o TE 7z, 38R, @
DIZANZD) TRAR> TE 72, ZOBRICIN - T,
—RE N % BV 72,

[L<BHER SV, LFOAB L 4HIZCH
720 7208, LD TRED LML, FRDOETF 225
BOMEH) D%V, —FEPEPLIEDENERD
Lbb LT, BHIbOHRIIETITEZ N D
ZhBHDZ, TNPLEGRT 27 BHE LRIV,

PIAS & !
BHIE HEE (ABLLAN) D72
Hfh~D |

[CheRm2TBPNE, PEIFEOILFDOANL X
HBOEL L2 L ) oo 12 ]

ZL T, NRAEPEGT, #1250 <o 722 h) ~
&L MIEEEHE L
HEOONL, BI5, EWwiFE, WE, WU, iy s
M F IV o VIZE TS —F LT, KW
DHEDRED L HIZZDOEENEE - 12k, BRI E
BOHNGD, ZOREOME L LI, HOEUET-DFE
U5 EIZEEDEVTW,

3, AMERMDTM & REM

3 - 1. —{FEED

BT O KNG L) BEO R 5N L 2 5% <
[I5 FOBOB] Lk, 2o NLAFOIEA] B
b N7\,

—RIF S MTEC O R4 (1394 — 1481) . FEAED AT
Hbo ZOMEMTIE, —KEERIA DO L5 A L MY v
THLT, HLWIICRE LR > T, (LEDOIEH DI
NTALIEELIES T, &) BIFEMNL2EIC R
STWh, HZRAONDLETAHIZL DL, EBO—IREM
bRLAMET, [BUE] LFSNZBEHFTICEA &
WEHITHEIZIZA 2 B ART) 2 IE L TRhwTn/z,

LRSI —RED b o £ L CEEO N, B ENT
Wo B THh o7z, FOREL SO, [k
(1668) ThHb, CORIF, HMELTO—RIY Bl
BMOFHRBET D AROLZHNTBY . ZOMERE
FEHIE D SHICREERL Z & L o7z, RIS
) LT REZEIZTWL200E ) PIEENTIE
VA, MR L 72, BES M Bbe s
OEOFFE, K] ICH T B 59 %, »ALHEO
&% Bba b,



148 FRTEHFEMER FRELE #4075 (2004)

The New Year tree !
Thou art a milestone
On the way to Hell !
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.. the calm mid-day sun shone over the petals of the

hyacinths once again with its eternal brilliancy.
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Within, I saw the suave manners of the Yedo ages,
the dancing damsels of the castle draped in the
moonlight silk, their pink fans twirling around and
around their ivory fingers with the falling petals of
wisteria, or the noble spirit of samurais whose pride
was the brilliant poverty and manly compassion for
benevolence.

The streets dotted by the dreamy willows or the tall
pines, often ran across the red vanished wooden
bridges, undulated by the white castle — wings or by
the mysterious staircases of the ancient Shinto tem-
ples, were not thronged by those famished deformed,

sharp-eyed strangers as I see them now.
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