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A Revaluation of Koichiro Maidako’s English Writings: A Study of “The Twentieth Century”

Yurt KAGIMOTO and Miho TAKAHASHI

Koichiro Maidako (1888-1957) wrote novels and essays in English during his days in the US (1907-1920). One
of those, “The Hangman”, deals with “The Alleged Plot against the Emperor of Japan” which was shocking

both inside and outside Japan. This paper surveys how the matter was regarded in the US through the con-

temporary newspapers, and introduces Maidako’s other English novel “The Twentieth Century” and its influ-

ence by the writings of Emile Zola (1840-1902), with its first Japanese translation.
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A sensation was caused by the publication this after-
noon of the alleged details of a plot among his own
subjects to assassinate Emperor Mutsuhito.

The startling story appeared in the “Hochi,” which

says that the plotters, who are now under arrest, will

be sentenced to death after trials before a special

secret court.
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This is the first time in the history of the country that

the life of the sovereign has been plotted against by his

own people and the fact known.
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TRAITORS CAUGHT; TO DIE: News Was Kept
Secret Until Yesterday and Has Created a Sensation

in Tokyo.

The startling story appeared in the Hochi Shimbun,

which states that the plotters, who are now under

arrest, will certainly be sentenced to death after trials

before a special secret court.

This is the first time in the history of the country that

the life of the sovereign has been plotted against by his
own people and the fact has been known.

In all the 2,500-year-old history of Japan, so it is
declared with pride by Japanese historians, the rever-
ence of the people for their sovereign has been such
that there has never been a plot against the life of an

Emperor.
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Within the last few months there have been various
indications that some of the Japanese are abandoning
their ancient attitude toward the Mikado and are
becoming imbued with Socialistic and Anarchistic
ideas. In July it was reported that a band of
Anarchists in Tokyo had been manufacturing bombs.
It was added that every known member of the band
had been arrested, and that, to the amazement of the
authorities, when the prisoners were examined they
continued to declare their disbelief in rulers and gov-

ernment.
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26 ANARCHISTS TRIED IN JAPAN: Alleged to
Have Plotted to Assassinate Mikado — Disciples of
Kropotkin.
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The greatest excitement was aroused in Japan today
by the announcement that the trial of it alleged anar-
chists arrested three weeks ago for a supposed plot to
take the life of the mikado would shortly be begun.
Among the suspected anarchists is a woman, Suga
Kanno, who will be tried with the others. She is said
to be the mistress of Eenjiro Kotoku, leader of the
band.

Kotoku, according to general belief, brought the anar-
chistic theory from America, where he went in 1906.
He is an ardent student of Kropotkin’s publications.
It is believed he and his followers were planning a
reign of terror, to be brought about by labor diffi-

culties and assassinations.
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PLOTTERS AGAINST THE MIKADO TO DIE:
Twenty-six Persons, Including One Woman, Found
Guilty by Special Court.
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The court recommends “the severest penalty under
Clause 73,” which provides capital punishment for
plotters against the Imperial family.
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In the 2,500 years of that empire’s history the rever-
ence of the people for the sovereign had been such
that there had never been even a suggestion of an
attack on the life of a Mikado.
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The persons implicated in the plot were members of
the “Allied Socialists.” It was stated that their inten-
tion was to assassinate the Emperor while he was vis-
iting the Military School in a suburb of Tokyo. The
plot, it was added, was discovered in time to protect

his Majesty, and the plotters were at once seized.
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“A nation should be complimented without stint when,
and only when, she shows herself able to survive the
test of prosperity and wealth. Rome sank under it; so
did classic Hellas, after Babylon and Egypt and Han.
To-day the New Nippon is just beginning to face the
all-powerful conqueror who comes in silken garments,
freighted with gold. The quickness with which the
New Nippon is succumbing to the worst poisons of the
Occidental civilization is the thing that shocks and

astonishes us more than anything else.”
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This brief survey of the history of the Socialist move-
ment in Japan will suffice to emphasize the tendency
of history to repeat itself. . . . Theories, however, often
flourish under ill-treatment and Socialism is of these.
At the present day, broadly speaking, Socialism is a
graver danger in countries where its repression by
forcible methods has been attempted than in those

where it has been left to develop unchecked.
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When Marquis Katsura returned to power, however,
more severe repressive measures than ever were
adopted, periodicals were suppressed and the right to
hold public meetings was denied. The result is found
in the discovery in September last of a plot to assas-

sinate the Emperor.
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A Condemned Japanese Socialist
[BRICENT-HARDIHSFKSE ]

I learnt that Denjiro Kotoku is an “intellectual” who
has devoted his abilities and energies to the spread-
ing of libertarian ideas in Japan. ... Now we hear that
systematic persecution of Kotoku forced him to go
into exile in San Francisco. When he later returned to
his native land the persecution continued, culminating
in the arrest, secret trial and death sentence of him-
self, his friend, M.Kano, a brilliant translator and lit-
terateur, and all his known comrades; . . . The
Government of Japan has absolutely suppressed all
information in regard to the trial of Kotoku and the
others, and the Japanese press has been forbidden to
publish any report on the proceedings. . . . Energetic
protests of the Western worldwill force Japan to ter-
minate its secretiveness and give to the world the
proofs of the alleged crime, according to the practice

of all civilized countries. —— New York, Dec. 1, 1910.
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Japanese Plotters Tried in Secret Designs on
Emperor’s Life Met by Proceedings Seemingly Outside
Constitution: PRESS WARNED TO SILENCE: Fifty
Arrested as Anarchists and Socialists Merely — 26

Condemned — Japan Fears Red Plague.
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JAPAN AND HER ANARCHISTS
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Japan has a constitution which repeats in an absent-
minded way most of the guarantees and safeguards so
dear to the Anglo-Saxon and so commonly found in his
Bill of Rights. Among the excellent constitution is the
assurance that no one shall be deprived of life and lib-

erty without a fair and open trial. (F4H)
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From the Consul of Japan

I have read with interest an editorial in THE
EVENING POST on the trial of the Japanese anar-
chists. In writing this to you I do not mean to disap-
prove your valuable comment upon the case; but I
wish to explain the matter to you and to present our
view if I may.

The principal criticism seems to be on the “secrecy”
of the proceedings. Article 50 of the Japanese consti-
tution provides that “trials and judgements of a court
shall be conducted publicly. When, however, there
exists any fear that such publicity may be prejudicial
to peace or order, or to the maintenance of public
morality, the public trial may be suspended by provi-

sion of law or by the decision of the Court of Law.”
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It is impossible to obtain a reliable opinion as to
whether the death sentences will be commuted, but
it is thought possible that exile for life will be sub-
stituted for the capital penalty.
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Few Governments other than that of Japan would
have ventured, in these days, to put to death twelve

persons for participation in a murder conspiracy that

not only resulted in nothing, but did not lead to the
commission of any overt acts proving a real determi-
nation to kill. . . . Still, they hadn’t killed anybody, or,
so far as known, even come very near carrying out
their plan, whatever it was, . . . Underlying and
explaining Japan’s stern treatment of these plotters is
presumably the fact that the Emperor of that country
1s still, theoretically, something more and higher than
a man, and that to kill him would be sacrilege as well
So DENJIRO and all of his closer com-

panions had to die. . . .

as murder. . . .
In most countries the old faith
in the deterrent effect of capital punishment has much
wanted, but there is no real questioning anywhere of
the State’s right to defend itself and assure its own
safety by Kkilling public enemies — if it cannot think
of anything better to do with them.
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